Case xxx.
The February 17 fireball

Time: Sunday, February 17, about 23.30 [February 18, about 00.30 for the sightings in Finland]
Places: mainly county of Västerbotten and the western part of Finland.

A powerful meteor - or several meteoric stones - lit the skies of the coastland of  Norrland on Thursday, February 17. AFU has gathered about twenty reports from newspaper sources, which is probably only a sampling. For reasons of space each report has been shortened to the most essential details: 

xxx-A: Powerful light over the whole coastland of Västerbotten, mostly in the Umeå area. Mrs. Elin Grubbström, wife of the lighthouse-keeper at Bjuröklubb, had gone to bed when the room was completely lit up for about two seconds. Then darkness and another intense light again. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

xxx-B: A similar sighting from postman Kalle Ahlevård in Uttersjöbäcken. He had been reading when he noticed the very strong, blue-white light. No sound. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

xxx-C: A witness at Hörnsjö got the impression the meteor was at the same altitude as the clouds. A fireball with tail, It seemed to pass through the clouds and when it did the light changed from blue to red. A while later he heard a singing in the air. Observed in a norherly direction. Should have landed somewhere near Vännäs. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

xxx-D: A man in Vännäs saw the light come of a cloud in the east. Seemed to be at very low altitude (25-30 meters). Exploded into small parts. Very intense light. No explosion, just a popping sound. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

xxx-E: Holmögadd light-house. Green-yellow flaming light for 3-4 seconds, afterwards a low rumble so that window-panes rattled. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

xxx-F: Teacher Arnold Gunsch [or Guntsch], Umeå, noted that the light-streak was bluish. Time between light and explosion about two minutes, meaning the meteor was 40 km from Umeå when the explosion occured. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr 19)

xxx-G: Erik Lindström, Bureå, was looking out of a window towards the southwest. He saw a luminous ball getting bigger and bigger. When it was about the size of the moon there was a series of light explosions with blue-white flashes. No sound was heard. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 20)

xxx-H: Witness on road between Skellefteå and Bureå. Blinding light for 4-5 seconds. A faint, sissling sound. (Norra Västerbotten, February 21)

xxx-I: From Skellefteå: Phenomenon in the SW. Fireball seemed to touch the atmosphere, then go up like a giant rocket and finally explode in a blue-white light. (Norra Västerbotten, February 21)

xxx-J: Witness U.P.Stenberg, Byske: Two light flashes in the south, ”like a big welding-arc”. (Norra Västerbotten, February 21)

xxx-K: Axel Johansson was cycling in the dark near Holmlundsjön, between Lycksele and Vilhelmina. First he saw two short glimses of light, than a yellow-green, light that blinded him so much that it was difficult to see moments after it was gone. Johansson heard no sound from the phenomenon. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, Febr. 21)

xxx-L: 18-year-old Seth Karlsson from Fjäderbäck near Umeå, was on the road between Gunnismark and Fjäderbäck. -- It was like a fireball coming from the direction of the moon. It went from the southeast to the northwest, lighting up the sky like daylight. There were red streaks after the meteor. Went towards the ground. Then I heard explosions like guns, but more dull. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, Febr. 21)

xxx-M: Näsmark, Bjurholm: a fireball in the sky, came from the west and went towards the east. Large fireball with long tail. Exploded into several parts, then darkness. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, Febr. 22)

xxx-N: A couple of young boys who were playing cards in the evening, in a village close by Flarken, were surprised the blinding light. They considered the phenomenon as a sign from above and hastily put the deck of cards away. It is also said that youngsters, out of sheer fright, had thrown themselves into the ditches to take shelter. In some places the noise was so loud that the windows were rattling, and the whole business had made a very uncanny impression on people. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-O: Mr. Sven Robertsson was going by car between Norrmalm and Lycksele when the whole of his view was suddenly lit up by a powerful light. The light was weird, Robertsson thought, almost like the light from a welding-arc. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-P: Grönliden, Västerbotten, weather observer Andersson, a flaming light, probably a large meteor. (SMHI yearbook, notes by Sven Schalin)  

xxx-Q: Umeå, Västerbotten, weather observer Fernholm, a flash of lightning so strong that ”it was like a summerday”, a strong detonation after a couple of minutes. (SMHI yearbook, notes by Sven Schalin)  

Sighting from Västernorrland:
xxx-R: The whole Hörnsjö area was lit up as by ”thousands of search-lights”. R. Eklund...was standing in the courtyard when suddenly everything became green-white around him. The nearby houses were bathed in a green-white light. There was sizzling and crackling and shortly afterwards powerful earthquakes. (Örnsköldsviks-Posten, February 18)

Sighting from Norrbotten
xxx-S: Witnesses at Arvidsjaur saw a brilliant light like a fireball, then explosion and a phosphorus-like light in the area. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

Sightings from Finland:
xxx-T: ”In Österbotten witnesses the night between Sunday and Monday saw a fireball, which hissingly travelled through the air for about 1 ½ seconds, illuminating the area as though it was daylight... The phenomenon has been sighted at several places, including Vasa, where the rooms were lit up as by daylight, [and] in Jakobstad and the Tammerfors area. 

”Dr. Angervo [a meteorologist, see the February 21 halo phenomenon over Helsingfors] said that this very night a low pressure front passed over [Finland] at great speed, from the north going south. It was the fastest depression in the Fennoskandian area this winter. It´s speed was estimated at 100 km/h. 

”At 22.00 on Sunday night it was still over Lofoten [Norway], while at 06.00 hours the following morning it was passing over Åland. It was thus over Österbotten at the time. Dr. Angervo supposes that the observed light phenomenon was caused by a February lightning-storm...and that the fireball was a kind of rare flash of lightning.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, February 22)

Dr. Angervo may have been pressured for an answer by the journalist, but it eventually proved that this light phenomenon was not in the good doctor´s own special field of expertise... 

”...[the] meteor had on February 18, at 00.30 hours been sighted at several places between Jakobstad and Kurikka. This meteor, much smaller [than the February 21 meteor, see below], flew in a east-south-easterly direction and was not accompanied by any sound.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, Helsinki, Finland, March 3, 1946)

Status: Meteor
Sources:  see bracket after each sighting


